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Exploring the rarer 
cuts of brilliant 

diamonds

by Preeta Agarwal

SPECIAL CUT DIAMONDS

lear
Cut&

Schreiner Fine 
Jewellery
The Buddha cut by Schreiner 
Fine Jewellery stands for purity, 
perfection and eternity, taking 
the shape of a meditating 
Buddha. This significant stone 
can be seen in Schreiner’s 
Buddha collection of necklaces, 
pendants, bracelets and earrings.
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There are 11 typical diamond cuts, 
but most recently, jewellery companies 
have been coming up with their own 

patented versions

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP
Pendant with Ideal 
Square cut Hearts &  
Arrows diamonds, 
ANGEL DIAMOND; 
Love Trio ring with five 
diamonds, LAZARE  
DIAMONDS; Pear  
frame choker with 
Mughal-cut diamonds, 
NIRAV MODI; Blossom-
cut diamond ring,   
BLOSSOM CUT

e veryone has heard of the 
‘4 C’s’, the way to describe 
a diamond’s vitality and 
beauty — Carat, Clarity, 

Colour and Cut. The first two typically 
determine the price and quality of the 
diamond, but the latter two are personal 
preferences, where enhancements are 
done to improve the colour and its 
brilliance. After all, what is the value of a 
diamond if it doesn’t shine?

After centuries of experimentation and 
moving past the traditional Rose cut (also 
known as European cut), an engineer by 
the name of Marcel Talkowsky created 
the classic round Brilliant cut in 1919. 
His research found that if a diamond was 
cut too deep or shallow, light wouldn’t be 
perfectly reflected, resulting in a loss of 
brilliance.

From then on, there was no looking 
back. In came many other cuts such as 
the Pear, Marquise, Princess, Oval, Heart 
and Emerald. Over time, Antwerp became 
the hub of the latest patented diamond 
cuts and the demand for fancy cut 
diamonds grew beyond imagination. 

Variations of the 
Brilliant cut
Modern technology has made it possible 
for diamond cutters to develop what 
seems like a never-ending variety of 
cuts. To date, the Brilliant cut is still 
the most experimented upon and has 
resulted in many versions. Lazare Kaplan 
International (started by Lazare Kaplan, 
who was Talkowsky’s cousin) has its Ideal 
cut with its perfect brilliance based on 
Talkowsky’s calculations. 

Diamond manufacturer, Blossom Cut 
has designed a 104-facet diamond, which 
displays a mystical effect of a blossoming 
flower from the top. Like its namesake, 
the Blossom cut has facets that allow 
the flow of light to create a magnificent 
and distinctive brilliance, fire and 
scintillation.

Diamond manufacturers across 
the globe have dedicated research 
and development teams to work on 
new patterns for diamonds. Angel 
Diamond has an Ideal Square-cut 
diamond that yields a Hearts & Arrows 
pattern across its 80 facets. Arrows are 
visible from the top, while the hearts are 
very apparent from the bottom.

OPPOSITE
Handmade necklace 
with round and pear  
diamonds, and a 
5.19 carat signature 
Buddha-cut diamond, 
SCHREINER FINE 
JEWELLERY
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FROM TOP
Ainra Pear necklace 
with an Ainra-cut chain 
and diamonds, NIRAV 
MODI

Les Ardentes solitaire 
with the Louis Vuitton 
Flower cut and an 
Eternité wedding band, 
LOUIS VUITTON

A 5.50 carat Lily-cut 
diamond ring, LILI 
JEWELRY

A cut above the rest
Advancement in technology has allowed 
jewellers to use laser functions and 
3D-computer planning, with the emergence 
of a new range of diamonds cuts such as 
Cushion, Asscher, Trillion and Radiant. 
Solitaire introduces a few brands that have 
designed their own cuts, each unique in 
their own way.
 

Louis Vuitton
After spending more than four years in 
development, Louis Vuitton has also come 
up with their own cut — the Louis Vuitton 
cut. Depicting their most prized monogram 
— the four-petalled flowers that are widely 
seen on the brand’s bags and accessories — 
the Louis Vuitton diamonds have caught the 
fancy of many jewellery lovers and exist in 
two variations, a flower with curved petals, 
and the other with pointed petals. 
 

Lili Diamonds
A renowned leader in the field of straight-
edged diamond manufacturers, Lili 
Diamonds is widely known for its innovative 
special cuts with globally registered patents, 
such as the Crisscut, Crisscut Cushion, 
Wonder cut and Meteor cut. Their two 
exclusive four-point floral Lily and Orchidea 
cuts are solely used in pieces under its 
jewellery brand, Lili Jewelry.

Introduced in the 1500s, the basic Rose cut 
got its name as it resembled the petals of a 
rose bud. Cutting it involved fine precision 
— a flat base, a circular outer edge, and and 
a crown composed of triangular facets in a 
symmetrical arrangement. Slowly, variations to 
the cut were made, and included the Briolette, 
Antwerp Rose, and Double Dutch cuts. Up to 
the 1900s, the Rose cut remained a popular 
choice. It has since given way to newer and 
more modern cuts, and can now be found in 
vintage jewellery.  However, much like  
American poet’s Gertrude Stein’s famous line 
in Sacred Emily — A  rose is a rose is a rose — 
the legacy of the Rose cut remains. 

Like A Rose

Nirav Modi
Indian diamontaire and jeweller Nirav Modi 
made headlines and even went on the cover 
of auction-house Christies in 2010 with his 
Golconda diamond necklace. In his quest 
to reduce visible metal in his jewellery, he 
patented two diamond cuts. The Ainra cut is 
crafted from two crescent-shaped diamonds, 
which replaces metal chains that are 
traditionally used in jewellery. Unlike metal, 
which is opaque, the lustre of diamonds 
creates an impression that the diamonds 
are simply floating. The Endless cut creates 
a seamless halo of diamonds, symbolising 
infinity in 18k white gold. Modi’s latest 
Mughal collection also features the special 
Mughal cut, a complete D-shaped diamond 
that forms the petals of a flower.   
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